Use of magnesium sulphate in Scottish obstetric units.
The greater efficacy of magnesium sulphate compared with diazepam or phenytoin in the treatment of eclampsia is now generally accepted. We used a postal questionnaire to establish the frequency and nature of use of magnesium sulphate in obstetric units in Scotland. Ninety percent of units responded and of these 90% were either using the drug or intended to do so. There was considerable heterogeneity in the indications for its use and some important omissions in the monitoring of patients receiving the drug. The introduction of magnesium sulphate for a rare indication to units with no previous experience of its use may be associated with significant risks to obstetric patients.